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We are not 
normal. 



Our zoning rules and local approval process distorts 
the market’s response to our housing needs.



We	are	allowing	less	housing	producAon	now	than	
at	almost	any	point	in	recent	history.	



As	a	result,	our	home	prices	are	now	among	the	
highest	in	the	U.S.	
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Our	rents	are	also	among	the	highest,	especially	
compared	to	our	economic	compeAtors.	

$0	

$200	

$400	

$600	

$800	

$1,000	

$1,200	

$1,400	

$1,600	

Median	Rent	by	State	

Metro	Boston	has	
the	3rd	highest	
rents	among	the	

top	50	metro	areas	
in	the	U.S.,	trailing	
only	San	Francisco	
and	New	York.	

MassachuseHs:	9th	highest	rents	



Building	enough	new	housing	now	is	a	prerequisite	
to	keeping	and	growing	jobs	in	MassachuseHs.	

Recipe	for	Growth,	MHP	2008	



Other	metro	areas	around	the	country	are	doing	a	
beHer	job	aHracAng	young,	educated	workers.	



We	are	losing	populaAon	to	metro	regions	that	offer	
beHer	housing	choices	at	a	lower	cost.	



Most	of	our	economic	compeAtors	are	producing	
more	housing	than	metro	Boston.	



What’s	keeping	us	from	building	smart	and	
producing	the	housing	we	need?	

Our	351	ci7es	and	towns	regulate	land	use		
with	minimal	accountability	
	
•  Excessive	minimum	lot	sizes	

•  LiHle	or	no	opportunity	to	build	mulAfamily	housing	

•  Single-use/Euclidean	zoning	

•  Local	sepAc	regulaAons	that	promote	large-lot	sprawl	

•  Scant	consideraAon	of	regional	or	statewide	needs	
	



To compete, we need to change

Legisla7ve	proposals	now	in	play:	

•   Statewide	zoning	for	mulAfamily	housing	while	
retaining	local	flexibility	

•  Cluster	development	as	a	universal	standard	
•  Revenue	sharing	with	ciAes	and	towns	that	permit	the	
housing	that	faciliAes	job	growth	

•  Greater	regional	collaboraAon	
•   State-level	planning	



More	informaAon	

Clark	Ziegler,	cziegler@mhp.net	
	

www.massgrowth.net	
	

www.mhp.net	
	

www.facebook.com/MassHousingPartnership	
	
	


