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2007
1st Climate Action 
Plan with 80x50 goal 

Article 37 introduced

Climate Action in Boston

Chief Cook

2011
Update #1

2014
Update #2 

2017
Mayor Walsh commits 
to carbon neutrality 
by 2050, commissions 
GRC report

Jan. 2019
Carbon Free 
Boston

Oct. 2018
Resilient 
Harbor Vision

Oct. 2019
Release of CAP 
Update #3 

Climate action

Adaptation

Mitigation

2016
Climate Ready 
Boston

2013
BERDO 
passed

Dec. 2019
ZNC Municipal 
New Construction
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BOSTON’S CARBON FOOTPRINT

The 2019 Climate Action Plan Update 
will accelerate key actions to 
decarbonize Boston’s buildings and 
our transportation system.
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BOSTON’S CARBON FOOTPRINT
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Reduce demand for energy by increasing efficiency;

Convert nearly everything that runs on fossil fuels to run on 
electricity;

Buy 100% clean energy

WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO GET TO CARBON 
NEUTRALITY?

Chief Cook

Carbon neutrality can be achieved with the technologies of today and is essential 
to a healthy, thriving and resilient Boston.

Boston needs to pursue 3 strategies simultaneously:
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BUILDINGS

Any new building that 
is not  “net-zero” will 
have to be retrofit.

Nearly 86,000 existing 
buildings need to be 
retrofit.

Current building stock

Boston’s building stock is old.

Chief Cook

2018 -2050

● ½ of existing floor space was built 
before 1950.

● 85% of floor space that will exist in 
2050 has already been built.

Photo by Emmanuel Huybrechts (CC-BY-SA 
2.0)
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RENEW BOSTON TRUST 
Investing in energy conservation measures and renewable energy in 
municipal buildings through an energy performance contract
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To strengthen its green building requirements, the Boston Planning & Development Agency (BPDA) will lead a public 
process to develop new zoning. As part of that work, the BPDA will work with other key City departments and engage the 
building sector and community.

ZERO NET CARBON ZONING

2019
Require that building 
developers submit a 
Carbon-Neutral Building 
Assessment as part of 
Article 37 zoning review 
requirements

2019-2020
Launch technical analysis and public process to:

ONGOING
Promote new ZNC 
buildings in the Boston 
area to improve knowledge 
of ZNC costs and best 
practices

2020
Enact new zoning 
requirements and 
timeline for
implementation

STARTING IN 2020
Evaluate the creation of a 
carbon linkage fee

STARTING IN 2021
Communicate, educate, 
and oversee compliance of 
ZNC building requirements

● Assess the feasibility of ZNC standards for building 
types and develop timeline for implementation

● Assess on-site renewable energy practices and 
standards and procurement of off-site renewable 
energy

● Explore extending green building requirements to 
small project review (developments between 
20,000 and 50,000 square feet)

● Develop zoning recommendations for a ZNC 
standard
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The standard will require that all buildings larger than a certain threshold meet fixed carbon targets that decrease over 
time. The City will work with partners to develop case studies and foster best practices throughout the Boston region.

EMISSIONS PERFORMANCE STANDARD

END OF 2019
Introduce a 
building 
performance 
scorecard for 
BERDO buildings

STARTING 2020
Expand financing 
mechanisms for retrofits, 
including exploring the 
creation of a local 
climate bank

BY 2021
Develop guidance for 
combined deep energy 
retrofits and 
electrification, including 
for historic buildings

2020-2024
Pilot deep energy 
retrofits with thermal 
electrification in the 15 
carbon free building 
types

BY 2020
Launch the technical 
analysis and public process 
to develop a building 
emissions performance 
standard

ONGOING
Engage with utility 
companies to improve 
the process for building 
owners to obtain and 
report their energy data

BY 2021
Propose amendment to 
BERDO to replace energy 
action and assessment 
requirement with the 
performance standard

2020-2024
Study mechanisms to 

improve the energy 
efficiency  of existing 
buildings not covered by 
the standard
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Building Energy Reporting 
and Disclosure Ordinance 
(BERDO)

● Established in 2013

● Buildings report energy, 
emissions and water use 
annually

● Generally covers buildings 
>35,000 square feet or > 35 
units

● ~2,200 buildings currently 
covered

Chief Cook

BERDO Energy Action and 
Assessment 

● Every 5 years perform energy 
saving actions or complete an 
energy assessment

● First cohort of buildings 
completed EAA this year

● For more information: 
boston.gov/berdo
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We need your help!

Over the next year we will be working with technical experts and key 
stakeholders to update BERDO to include a building performance standard.
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TRANSPORTATION

Commuters drive emissions:

● 65% of Boston’s transportation 
emissions come from personal vehicles.

● ¾ of transportation emissions come 
from travel to and from the metro area.

Current emissions

Chief Cook

Transportation is a 
regional challenge. 

We need to improve 
transit in and out of 
Boston, reduce 
drive-alone trips, and 
support electric 
vehicle adoption.

Photo: Sarah Nichols (CC-BY-SA 2.0)
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Want to get involved?

To provide feedback or join a working 
group: alison.brizius@boston.gov
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Thank You!


